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Ministry of Textiles 

Office of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms 
 

Stakeholder Consultation on India's Draft Report on State-wise Categorization of 
Languishing Handloom Weaves 

 

India's handloom sector is a repository of unique regional weaving traditions, several of which 
are facing acute decline due to structural, economic, and socio-cultural challenges. The Office of 
the Development Commissioner for Handlooms has undertaken a systematic identification of 
languishing weaves across all zones, consolidating inputs received from Weavers Service 
Centres (WSCs) & expert recommendations. 

The exercise has identified 76 languishing handloom weaves across different States and Union 
Territories spanning the North, North-East, South, West, and East Zones of India. These weaves 
face challenges including an ageing weaver base, competition from machine-made and 
powerloom alternatives, high production costs, weak market linkages, raw material constraints, 
and inadequate institutional support. 

The O/o Development Commissioner (Handlooms) is in the process of finalizing this Report for 
policy consideration and targeted intervention. 

Handloom weavers, cooperative societies, academic institutions, civil society organizations, and 
other stakeholders of the handloom sector are invited to offer their inputs, suggestions and 
comments on the Draft Report, including on: 

Inputs, suggestions and comments may be sent by email to Sh. Amit Kumar Singh, Asst. 
Director (Gr. I) at amitkumarsingh5@ord.gov.in by 15.04.2026. 

 


























